The Monastery on the Dead Sea
whereas the Sadducees believed it died with the body. They allowed of no blood offerings in the Temple, for they used holier, bloodless purification. For that reaspn they were denied entrance to the Temple, and conducted their services apart from the Jewish sanctuary. "They are moreover men of excellent character, occupied solely in cultivating the soil. But of all who have any claim to the name of virtue, it is they who have the highest honour and praise for a state of equality among themselves, unknown among the Greeks or any other peoples; and this state they have enjoyed not only recently but for long years past. They have brought about complete common ownership in every respect, and allow the rich man no greater enjoyment of his possessions than the needy one. Yet there are more than four thousand living thus. They neither marry nor keep men-servants, for they deem this wrong and the cause of all quarrelsomeness. So they live apart and serve each the other. By casting votes they choose some from among the priests to administer their harvests and to provide grain and food. They all live in one and the same way, resembling most nearly the Dakian tribes called Polists. They renounce marriage, as they see in it the main danger to the maintenance of community life, and because they remain chaste. They were settled in many towns of Judea, but prefer villages where they can live in strict communities in monasteries, so that all possessions are in common ownership." Their rules resemble those of later Christian monasticism.
In contrast to the Jewish congregation, the Synagogue, this new Israel was added to no longer merely by membership of race, but by the personal voluntary decision of the individual. The members formed a holy community, "a sanctuary in Aaron". By "Aaron" is meant the priesthood; by "Israel", the people. The priests and the people were therefore clearly clivict'ed as in ancient Judaism. In the Manual the people are called '"am" ("the multitude") or "harabbim" ("the many"). All questions of law and government were reserved for the priests.' The law against offences occupies an important place both in Josephus and in the Manual. The death sentence was imposed for blasphemy, excommunication for serious
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